CULTURAL AMBASSADOR AWARD
CONFERENGE 2018
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Ambassadors from 1/ different nations gathered
in Washington D.C. to represent their countries
in the annual Cultural Ambassador Award
Conference. They each submitted a video
describing what it means to them to be a
cultural ambassador. Through their videos, they
showed us their culture, customs, traditional
food, and so much more. Some of them also
showed how they shared their culture during
their Work and Travel experience by cooking
traditional Russian ‘blini" or by teaching parts
of their language to their American colleagues.
5 While this is the second year CHI is hosting the
~ CAA award, it is the first time we have an
~ American representative who won the CAA
Award. Chance Sanford submitted his video
that showed how working with international
Work and Travel students has taught him more
about orld. He took advantage of days in
WWashington'D.C. to learn even more.
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Pictured be!ow Ice- breakmg activity where
everyone learned and engaged with each

Cultural Ambassadors were presented more about the
purpose of the program. They learned more about the
Department of State operations from Lynette Evans -
Public Affairs Specialist Department of State. They
were also inspired by the presentation by llir Zherka,
Alliance for International Exchange, who motivated the
winners to pursue their dreams by aspiring,
committing, and thriving.

Pictured below: Chance Sanford (USA), Mayra
Jimenez (Ecuador), and Wulf Joerck (Germany) with
their mentor Max Salvo who worked on the topic of
Peace, Justice, and strong institutions.

Pictured above: Yertay Rakhimov (Kazakhstan) brought
a dombra, a traditional Kazakh instrument, to the CAA
Conference. He played a few folk and modern melodies
for the group, including OST from the Game of Thrones
series. Other Ambassadors also got the chance to try
and play the dombra, and shared in the exchange and
practice of common phrases and sayings in their native
languages, enjoying everyone’s attempts to say things
correctly.
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ictured above: Cultural Ambassadors from Mexico, Russia, Jamaica, Hong Kong, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Dominican Republic, Colombia, Vietnam, Germany, USA, Ecuador, and Romania visited the US Capitol. They
learned about the US Government and the history.
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Pictured below: Varvara Samarkina from Russia and Alejandro Mota Lopez
from Mexico; taking selfies in front of the Capitol. '
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VISIT TO THEUS et
DEPARTMENT OF STATE -

On Wednesday, August 15th, 2018, 19 CHI Cultural Ambassadors and CHI staff members
paid a visit to the United States Department of State for a roundtable discussion. There
was a formal introduction from the Acting DAS G Kevin Saba, and they were also joined
by the following Department representatives; Nick Tiernan, Lynette Evans-Tiernan, Mike
James, and Shelia Grant.

Many Ambassadors shared stories of their Work and Travel experience and how they have
grown while in the U.S.A., which really resonated with our American Ambassador, Chance
Sanford from Myrtle Beach, NC, who has been inspired by the Exchange Visitor Program
participants in his hometown to get out and travel the world.

A roundtable meeting was held to discuss the experience, impressions and aspirations of
Cultural Ambassadors. Acting DAS G Kevin Saba shared leadership advice and inspired
Ambassadors by promoting “When in doubt, Act!” message to them.
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Acting DAS G Kevin Saba
talking to CHI CAA winner Wulf
Joerck, participating as a Camp
Support Staff Member of the
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y Duy Anh is with Milena Chi and 13
< others in Washington, DC, e
> Monday at 11:51 AM -

Can't believe those days are gone. It was such a
pleasure meeting wonderful people from all around
the world. We may have different nationalities, speak
different languages, but eventually, we share the
same things together. I've learned so much from your
knowledge, your dreams, and your passion. The more
you listen, the more you learn. No doubt, this trip
would be the unforgettable memories in my life.

E Pluribus Unum - "out of many, one"

#vietnam #ambassodor #friendship

tsavo.intheusa
‘Washington, District of Columbia

POST SCRIPTUM

. Rosangel Sdnchez Jaspez is with
( | Bapeapa CamapkuHa and 9
others.
Yesterday at 1215 PM - @

Our memories of yesterday are going to stay all life.
We should take the best, forget the rest, and someday
we will discover that these were the best times. |
really enjoyed being with all of you, These amazing 4
days i learned about new cultures, i made new friends,
i shared about my culture and also met great people, i
hope we meet each other again and i'm going to miss

#connecttheworld #CAA2018 #CHI #WashingtonDC you guys. Have safe trip and God Bless you all.

#2018
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tsavo.intheusa Potraficie znaleié mdj polski
paszport? (4 to byly 4 fantastyczne dni spedzone w
towarzystwie kilkunastu osob z catego swiata. Od
Hong Kangu przez Miemcy, Rosje, a2 po Ekwador i
Jamajke, 4 fantastyczne dni, ktére nie tylko pokazaly
mi jeszcze wigksza rdznorodnosd dwiata, ale byc
maoze przyniosty nowe mozliwosci na gruncie
zawodowym &
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Mayra Jiménez » Cultural Ambassador  «s
Winners

Yesterday at 12:05 PM - B

. Bogdan Gotu is with Adrian Valentin Alina Roinitd e
hey guys, thanks fo everything! ,? Tomita and 13 others in Washington, DC. Yo 5PM - &t
| had a lot of fun with all of u, | would like to stay in Y Simins - @

When you see a picture of you on CHI Instagram
profile and you realize how amazing these people are
because they make you feel so good every day!
Whenever your actions bring a smile on someone's
face, your purpose is accomplished. Thank you, CHI,
and many thanks to everyone who is trying to make
this world a better place! #happyfaceeveryday

| am grateful that | had the opportunity to meet and #putasmileonsomeone'sface

listen to powerful people who inspire through their #happi doesnot ything

presence.

touch with u.... | want to give a shout-out to CHI- CULTURAL

" . HOMESTAY INTERMNATIONAL
Yesterday we were talking about "where should | go if

| am in your country?

In my case, if you go to Ecuador you should spend at
least 10 days or 2 weeks, in the Amazon, High Lands
and The Cost ... if you want to go to Galapagos
Islands you will need at least 4 days just for that
place...

Creating bridges between countries and people,
leading to a better understanding of the world we live
in, promoting peace and understanding, is their job.

This trip was awesome | is something unforgettable...
los quiero mucho y gracias por todo! Lynette Evans- Public Affairs Specialist Department of

State

ILIR ZHERK A~ Executive Director of
Alliance for International Exchange

Meeting US Government officials in Washington DC.

Great appreciation of CHI members for their
involvement.

Very proud to be a CHI Cultural Ambassador,
representing my country!

lia #CHI




T0 THOSE WHO MADE IT POSSIBLE:

THANK'YOU

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO MAKING
THIS PROJECT POSSIBLE, TO BRINGING SO MANY SMILES TO THESE
INDIVIDUALS * FACES AND TO CHANGING THEIR LIVES!

- CHI FIELD STAFF AND MAIN OFFICE
- OUR PARTNER EMPLOYERS
- OUR PARTNER AGENCIES
- THE US DEPARTMENT OF STATE
- ALLIANCE FOR INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
- AND OUR VALUED SPONSORS
WITHOUT YOU THE CULTURAL AMBASSADOR AWARD WOULD NOT BE
POSSIBLE
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